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Dear Brother, Sister, Nephew and Nieces: = 


I have beon impressed that it was my duty to make out from the 

gencolozical papers left by Brasher Robertson, these sketches of our branch 
see last page } 

of the Ball and Burnet Families. I present them to you, hoping that we 
who remember our parents and grandparents, may by these records have our love 
end loyalty rekindled, and that the younger generation may learn that they 
heave an honored ancestry to emulate in industry, sobriety, honesty, christian 
integrity and patriotism, and by go doing, perpetuate the good name given 


to thor. 


Yours in the bonds of kinship, 
(Signed) Kate Le Burnet 
Newasic, New Jovsey 


March, 1695 


Kindness of Blenche Exmons 
June 30, 1957 


8 Douglas Place 
Verona, New Jersey ; 


JANUARY 29, 1964 
LAURA ADELN (JENNINGS) SMITH 
B. AUDUBON, IOWA,JAN. 29,1905 


SIO4S JOHN J. & LAURA A, SMITH. 
5714 RIMPAU BLVD. 
Los ANGELES 43, CALIF, 
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The name of Edward Ball appears among the first settlers of Branford, Connecticut, 

t A.D. 1665. The same name appears at intervals until 1666, when Edward Ball wes one of 
(the signers of the "fundamental agreement", made by those who were about to remove to 

| Newark. The name of Edward Ball again appears as a signer of the new plantation and 

| Church covenant, dated at Branford, January 20th, 1667 (1668). ‘The name is on the first 
| tax list of Newark, and appears in the town records February 28th, 1672 - 73. He was 

i sheriff of Essex in 1693, committeeman on boundaries, on settlement with the Lord 

| proprietors, Indians, etc. He married Abigail Blatchley, of Connecticut. They had six 


= = 


Caleb Ball, born probably 1663. His wife's name Sarah:- 
- Abigail Ball, married Daniel Harrison. 
NE Joseph Ball, died Aoril 25th, 1733, aged 60 years. He married 1st Hannah Harrison 
aM 2nd Elizabeth - 
') Tydia Ball, died August 22, 172, aged 66 years. She married Joseph Peck. 
He came from Connecticut. 
Moses Ball, born ebout 1685; died April 20th, 17)7. Married Mary (Tichenor 7) 
a Had no children. Left numerous bequests to nephews, nieces, end a 
ts large tract of land to the First Presbyterian Church of Newark. 
it Thomas, son of Edward, married Sarah Davis. ‘They had twolve children, nine sons 
| and three daughters. He was a man of good repute, lived an honorable life. He owned 
about five hundred acres of land on the Rahway River at Vauxhall. between Springfield 
yand Camptown (now Irvington). He left a will, or deed of the partition of his estate 
exons his sons. Several of his sons wore under age, and they appear to have hesitated 
| ite make the division. It was, however, finally made, signed by the older sons at the 
if time, and left with the widow to be signed by the younger as they came of ege. This 
i division, which these voung men and boys made by agreement among themselves, trusting 
to the honor and good faith of each other, was faithfully carried out. The Father died 
in 17h; the Mother in 1778. 
\ Thomas, Grandson of Edward Ball, the tenth child, and seventh son of Thomas and 
Sarah Ball, was our great-grandfather. He married Mary Crane, great granddaughter of 
1 Jasper Crane, one of the company who came from Branford, Connecticut to settle in ‘ 
| Newark. Thomas was an active and clever man, what in America is called a "smart" man 
He appears to have studied surveying, and to have gradually gained business in that way. 
| About 1769 he received an appointment of Deputy Surveyor under Lord Stirling, 
| (Wiljiam Alexander), the then Surveyor General of East Jersey. At this time he seems 
| to have already established a reputation for ski] and diligence in his profession, for 
i he relates that when Lord Drummond, a son of the Earl of Perth, came to New York in 
| 1770 to dispose of his father's rights of propriety, he sent for Mr. Ball, and wes very 
Jordsh for him to take up vacant lands for his lordship. The surveyor was to pey his 
persstip 22 P per acre for good rights, and sell for what ha could get, and he could 
| Renerally get 25 P oy 28 Pe These lands, it should be remeuwbered, were the refuse of 
| imumareble piciings; sometimes, however, valuable for timbor, and perhaps some tracts 
improved by persons who hud no lesal title. Ho was also employed, amongst othors, by 
| Frances, widow of John Neville of Parth Amboy, to locate and sell] vacant lands. Wr. Ball 
| Was now in a feir way to gat rich, but as he says himself, ~ "Having so many irons in ~ 
i tho firs, scme must burn’. However it might have been, he got involved. It would seem 
at first by being sscurity for his brother David; aftervards by being security on a bond 
‘Bivea by some yurshecers to the proprietors; consequently he faiisd. He seems to have 
been minute and accmats in keaping his accomts, and in waking memorandums of all his 
transactions, 9 hay “y of woich have beon persorved. 
| During the Revolutionary War, Mr. Ball was orderly sergeant of Captain Isaac Gillam's 
company y and exployed in the commissary department. He was issuing commissioner at 
{Newark in 1780-81 aud quartermaster in 1781-82. He was engaged with his son Abner and 
jothers of the Ball fowily, in the battles of Springfield, Connecticut Faris, and other 
less important skixwishes. Eight of the Ball's were in those battles in ons company. 
[Samuel Ball, his nephew,son of Buck! io], was killed at Connecticut Farns. 
i After the War He. Bali returned to surveying, and continued actively engeged ag 
“surveyor and conveyancer until he was past 70 years of age. In those duys lew suits 
"| Pes Specting the titles of lands ware not infrequent, and surveyors were often calicd 
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to run the Lines efter old records. He also, as late as 1795, continued to find vacant 


Tends in Essex: and Morris Countica (to which his surveying was restricted by his 


commission), and cheryed the proprietors five pownds per 100 acres for his vacant lands. 


He was born in 1731, died in Mey 1606. 
. Thomas end Mary Craie hed six childrear= 
Abaev, the oldsst (Hrs. Fumons Great Grondfather) born January lst, 1760, was 


our Grandfathe:. He was enrolled in the militia of the County when he was sixteen years 


old, and served through tho whole war; was in the same company with his father. The War 


closed in effect with the surrender of Cornwallis in 1781, though his duties as guard to 
the lines did not cease witil 1783. At tho close of the War he married Rachel Robertson, 


whose fathey, John Robertson, was a descendant of the Old Scotch Clan Donachie; and her 

Mother, Betsey Clark Robertson, was a cousin of Abraham Clark, the signer of the 

Declaration of Independence. They had one child, Betsy Clark, who married Samucl Burnet. 
Abner Ball hod learned surveying off his father, and engaged in that business while 


_ there was yet wild lands to seli in that part of the comtry. He taught school in winter 
wmtil he bought a tract of wild land in livingston Township, "covered with great trees 
that had seen the Indian for centuries pursuing the deer or the bear, or tracking a 
hestile foot". Here he removed in May 1788, and there he lived till the close of his 
long life, May 21st, 188, in his 69th yeor. His wife died February 23, 1845. He 


\received a pension for Revolutionary services after March uth, 1831. In the year 1790 


'pr "91 he and his wife joinsd the Baptist Church at Cance Brook. They wers faithful, 
| devoted folicwers of our Saviour, united in uatiring church work, eminent for hospitality 
erd gsnerosity. He sacved a3 church clerk and deacop until he was past four score. He 


weo often chogcn Assessor of Livingston. Was Justice of the Peace from 1801 to 183h; 
port of the timo Judgs of the Court. 
Theve is o. tradition that the last family of Indians in the County of Essex at the 


Commencement of the War of 1756, descended Canoe Brook during the freshet ina canoe of 
_clestnut bork, ead entaring the Passeic, followed its course and that of the Hudson to 
'Guneda; hence the neme o* the brook and nelghborhood. The latter changed to Northfield 
| by act of ineoxporation in 1801. 


The other children of Thomas Ball and Sarah Davis whom I have not mentioned, 
settled in Newark and vicinity. Their descendants have made homes in nearly every State 


in the Union; many prominent in church and State. LEzeliel, their fifth son was a 
warcenter. He built "Tuscan Hall" about 150 years ago in Hilton, near Irvington, New 
'Jorsey. The house ig still hsbitable. His son Stephen was a physician, and served as 
| surgeon in the Revolution. Dr. Stephen's son, Frederick, went to Savannah, Georgia; 
married Eliza Toxey of that place, and settled there. He was a bulider and architect, 


end so in Jove with his profcssion he named his children after the orders of 


architecture, ~ Boy3; Tuscan, and Doric. Girls; Corinthia, Iomic and Annulet. His. 
| geand-daughter, Miss E. fF. Andysws, 1s at present a teacher in the Wesleyan College, 
Macon, Georgia. 
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The first acreion of © Buwnet tn the Southaupton, Long Island records, is this:- 

i Octeber 13, 3652, “Thomas Burnet hath a lott graunted hin on the condicon 

Y that he staye thice years ia the tovwie to ymprove yt". 

un He cam frou vouks ghive, Hnglind, 9 lym, vassachusettss from there to Sovthampton, 

Iiilong Island. 4A vacord of kis wil has been found ab River rnhead, ths County Seat of 

rl Suffolk: Coury, from thieh the following abstract was talen by Wo. Le Peletreau, Clerk 

ing pp eatipton ; 

an I gave wirte wy six chileren, John, Josl, Lot, Hester, Miriam, and Priscilla, 
five shillinga a ploce. Tf give unto my son Jaron, wy house and home Jot. I give unto 

f ay sonra Movdccal and Tan, « 31 wy land et & place called Cormorant Point, when they coma 

to the age of one and twenty. gives to my son Matthias, my close (an enclosed tract 

pot ion a) in eo Greet sae oe give to my daughtor Lois at her marriage or when she 

Keke Mary, wy wits, sole executrix. 


HME 


Dated March 16th 1679.-80, 
Thowes Burnet". 


There ere deeds on recerd “rou Thomas Burnet to several of his sons showing that 
tg had liberelly provided for then Sheen -e waking the bequest of five shillings to sach. 
1He tras Living tn Sepbtulber 3683, ag his name is found in an assesament roll of 
N Souths Qptoi, peiuted Im the second volume of the Documentary story of New York. 
| CY the-sous of THOnL3 Beriet, Mordecai, about 1683 removed to Elizabethtoan, New 
eJderiey, wuere io was adnitted ona of the associates wnder the Indian title. February 
h Tbh, 17326 (1717) aduinte cation oa the estate of Mordecal Burnet, deceased, wes granted 
to lis widow, Uimeh Burnet. It is not know whether he left any children. 

a Den Burnes 1a L709 rvexoved with his SOLS » Teheabed and Dani. el, ~ the vicinity of 

I Eligebethtoon, ovebeoly te Connecticut Parus, whore some of his descendants still live. 
| Dr. Ichabod Buracsi, gon of Dawa, had a soa William bora in 1750, end Deceber, old styke. 
Be graduated ab ths Coliege of New Jersey in 1749. He settled at Newark as a physician; 
| acguiscd popuiarivs and ood reputation in his profession. When the Revolution broka 

| out, he tock an active part against the King. He wes selected by his co-patriots as 
Chslinw of tha Esuex County Coumlites of Safety; afterwards as Surgeon General, 
aucociotdag witie Washington and the cther Chiefs of the Aris; and was Judge of the 
Supiei: 9 Court of Now Jorac Ye His first wife wag Ma vyy daughter of Nathaniel Camp at 
Newark; second, widow of Anthor Wy Rutgers, daughtor of Nicholas Governour. One of his 

f sons, Ichebod, was Jide-dc-cewo to Gaieval Green in tho, Revolution. 

ir Aithius Burnot settled in Eeot Han ipton, Long Island. Hse was Justice of the 
\Peses, Ca Geet and cocina to have beon a successful business man. His will is on 
liiseord, dated July 175, and proved April 3rd, 176. He styles himself, - "yeoman", 
ioives = 1 

fo my wold beloved wife, Elisaboth, 200 in silver, Indian girl Tamer, and 
other property. To ny grandson Burnet, all my books, gun and sord, negro Peter, 
cin hoy John, ete. To ny four grondsons S, dJerewiah, Eliezcr, Annenias and Abraham, 
ch 2 RO, "a my four grenddenghters ench & 80, 


Ggandsom Burnet, gole Executor". 
43 descencants of his danshtop, his. Miter, forma several very respectable 


hoor Bieact seotleda ot Medtacon, New Jersey. His head-stone there shows that he 
teal : pb ber, 2755. in his 100th ys ar, He is the oaly son of Thomas, whose age is 
C Saghtora, Mivwcs ead Prlscllia marvied brothers by the name of 


& Burtich, our an CEB UOT qe! cad cd Phebe Mills, October 20th, 1675. The census 
cs bee of 1606 gives the nancs of sis: sous, Joseph, David, Nathan, Jonathan, Sanuel, 
Ephrvahim and Tsaac. Samuel, harried Waxyiachs tell of er York. ‘Their son Senuel 
moriied Iney Cheso. They bad three sons ond four daughters. Tho exact order of birth |: 
la Jost; 1% 1a mem, hewovoy, bhat Joseuh wos the olddst, and David tho youngest sone 
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riers of Senuch Burnes and Lucy Chese were foil Jy we ee David Lang, no 
i: ets i i MANE ots, RAIEN ha L, ME Cis 2 i sedge? Yt k ted a Cory, had to 
e201 Jorn 0. Hovzan,. To children, Joseph cnlig ted in the ermy of 
Mer 10 TGs Berroco. at ox “uve oY tha Hudcon River. He never 
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bee 

ftaear: the 7 o “ions He did not enlist, but engaged as 

G whe Polat, “to we si “he novencits of the enany in New 

» Battie of ep « boise, which was situated near Hobarts, 
oyl Fox The joor fati ped coldzera, especlalty in the winter 
d vepossing Deo oe plees te the cthert. 1% secns he left the 


a G UiG e OC the Wer, end vant to CLatham, and cnagaged in baking bread for 
es Gest cn of the Mrwich, who had erected ovens there for that purpose. 

Willis, hed ene ton, danght: “Se He diad at his home in Madison, 

y 10b2, axed 87. This information in from a letter of David's erendson, 

Motos etait date: Apa 237d, 1850. 

md] (ay- gi iZathic:) elo gevved during Wie Revolution as militiaman. He 

Ror tet Reth Hedes3, daughter of Leael, a deseanlsurh of WATLion Hedges, one of the 

eieiy sottisss of Uiesct Heuptwn, Ions Teland, Ho wis a farmer and school teacher. After 

ithe War he mvd to lerke?ie3 Vail oy » Morris County. In April, 1799, he moved to 

Livingtion, an 3 


wert on tl a Lave uhe house te his grandscit, Sanusl He Burnet now 
Slivos. Ietsr i. fey Oar 2 dcelin: ng were caused him to give up farming, and hoe 

p removed to Chacko, vhors “he dicd Jur > kth, 1019, in the 66th year of his age. His 
[rien Mies Juma Tt, Ty ta hey 65th are they were manbergs of the Presbyterian 
meureh, end -hi;: his rouspeebod @3 ainesre and consistent christians. Their children 
 atwye speke o:? thia with atfecticnets poverence. They had ten children: 

i t ¢ ERR, LI, 2 Fane" 30th, 1878. 
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Pitelinrt a 413 RG 7 Bis odd Haxeh Rithy 15535 at Stroudsbure , Pao 
ean ae vie by 7832 Gied S ee trd 1835. 

Daw 30%, 172 dicd May 1th 1675. 

eoEe A AVO?§ dled February 23rd, 1831. 

Leb yw JOtin 1790; ae ie? ze 1869, 

Bots si. kth, 28 ed May 325 1639. 

Sapir 1795; disd a Sih, 5185 oh 


Ly i ) 
L79Es dhs eal iss CH ih 2bth 186). 
ly 18071; cied June 16th, 1881. 


3 aad Burnes, von of huniel snd Rath Hedges Burnet, was married to Betsey Clark, 
Giagaecy of Abiiarp er: Yacvel Rebsitson Ball, danvary end, 1803, by Reverend Moses Edwards, 
pistey ef the topthft: old Baptist Church, Livingston, New Jerse ye Theis union was a 

SE PpY ses The. auskind used te say that he was "blest with one of the best companions 

fj wi Gver had. fe maesc chihetian and doasstice virtues wade her memory precious with 


j aid. ee knsw ie bo Thuly Ler verse in Proverbs wes “Her children arise up and call her 
pblecsol; her heebard also und he praiseta hav", She was a devoted meaber of the church 
au ho, a ‘f i¢ld sxem cliidhosd. Thers was bib ene weele’s difforence In their ages. He 

Pwes bois Need é135; she on the e6th, 17832 Their bliesful compenionship ended, in 
iu wovld, by kew cCoata on Fobzvery 23rd, 1845. Mis socond marriage to Harriet 
dered, Ride of a doe Pourlay. wad iu Merch, 137. Sha died Septeriber 15, 1861. He 

Pmailyved hee Powe ve tae ay TAO he purchas ser tho place in livingston, near Northfield, 

Bona. his’ SRS Exc, + poaeryiol. Ae Dusayt'a « and Tivod thera fifty seven years. He 

PMs 22 LU Soe, CSG bie Ie 9 on i Life he began to carry the old "Sartinel 


Sr Pres! ont. rou o Whending « h Ease: 2 Co niy, Loe into the hilis of old Morzis. 
h Pec... is ww wid side i Newark cvary Tnesky nomaing, £111 his saddle 

Un eo tad ine ta ete tdhicm, bogima sas “4 the Quapay just out of Nicwark, and 

Tickots 3 ae, fee fain Le VARLS B90 waked ho soached ita om heuce The next iaorning ho would 

e" NU £90303 Bi ho reachsa bisyiiat My take im a supply there of the 

oP pa: ft Oe oT POR rt aa othor papers Bs “Inted in thet village, and spend the next 

wo days distvobutiy; thos awne the While of a witis Cours, csatuning home late on 

etiuveday averday. Ty addation 4% As g 
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PE ectite » and had to wide miles out-of his way to serve process, and sometimes other 
business wowld keep hia in the saddle so that he bad viddcn, I think he said, es much 
Hiias oighty wiles in cre dy snd cvcning. Aiter yetra of such toii, he devoted himself 
(to tigvowlng bis vain, Wich he hed alaryved by successive purchases. He did not have 
ithe sadverteses of a libs <2. elucations bus having acquired by study and aptitude a fair 
Hy) dence of ekhli im ihe ts, ha beeams in creat request as a manager of causes before 
Hi dusticas ef the Porco, ax. galacd sults when William Pennington, Asa Whitewood, Theodore 
Wi Peaolinghuyaon, end othe ss of thoir contexzperavies wera the opposing counsel. Gifted 
88 & spaaker, he was eftsi chosen ag the ovratex of the day whon his townsmen got up a 
Hii colkkbvation of the Fourti of July and Washington's Birthday. He was a stamch Whig, an 
patent Repyblicen and fir patriots. His fellew citizens of Livingston from the first 
Hy orzonization of the “cwn fn 1813, ti11 his age made it desirabie for him to retire, 
jf tostdtied theivy cou dcncu in his intepwity and business talent, by selecting him almost 
My evay yoar fox coms cecpousible offices, Assessor, Towa Clerk, Judge of Election, etc. 
He wes appointed Gow dssioner for talcing acknowledgement and Proof of Deeds for Essex 
)) Conty in 1813. by Go cxnoy Fennineton, and appointed a Master in the Court of Chancery 
poy Chancellor Oliver S. Heisted in 1851. He was a man of prayer, and a daily reader of 
the Bible: end although he differed on doctrinal points with the Baptist Church, he 
||) #23 &@ regulary attendint with his femiiy, and gave liberally as his weans allowed for its 
|}, 8msport. Ganuel and Betsey Clark Ball Burnet had eleven children. 
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| 1. Rachel Beli, bom Novenber Ist, 1803, married David U. Jennings, of 
Lixrgston, Deceuber 2nd, 1827, by Reverend Augustine Elliott; dled February 18th, 183). 
—  @o Abner AL, boxa Ssptember loth, 1605, marrled Mary, daughter of Robert 


ranch of Springer hold, Now Jevsey, April @nd, 1829 by Reverend Mr. Gray. She died 


ped 2lrch, 1877. He dios Mareh 9th, 1891. 
3e Photo Robevtson, bora March 5th, 1807, marrled Charles H. Jennings of 


oy” 


Ss On, Pubbow con, born Decembor 26%th, 1808, Jost his hearing when he was 
eigit yours old, roasted o& ‘the Inctitwhlon for the Deaf and Dumb, New York, by 

WRevorcog Dr. Mido: to Pacbe, daughter of Jonathar Osborn of Castile, Geneses County, 
iNew York, Juky Dies 1859; died duns 18th 167). 

| os Eiier (lass, born dune lh, USL, wervled Josiah Ss 
th Maiech Gthy LOh6; dicd March Oth, 1833. 

a 5. Tteth Iivinr, toxo March @lrth, 1913, married pet 
) : LG; 


a Ward of Bloomfield, 


o Squier of 
3 died September 26th, 


Pelingsion, by Tovey: nd Liv. Ogden of Chathou, Septeaber 2lyth, 


t 
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ne 


fo Oont0A Bova, bows Mavch Lbch, 1615, marxzied Hannoh Maria, daughter of 
hikwerds of Nom bed, tivingston, by Reverend Augustine Elliott, Decenber 29th, 
vo whe dled Dees ba» clad, 3066. Secord maxriage to Louiea Jo, daughter of Pell T. 

i Gotting of Livingwici., by Reversod Mr. Bastian July 2nd 1887. 
| 8. tbyla eng, born Fobiwasy 2th, 1817, waxxicd Swith P. Ward of Livingston, 
by Lavevand Jol Wat: on, Noveabow 7th 1839; died March e7th, 1855. 
Jo Jota Sophia, berm fecerber Lith, 1618, waxried Wa H. Parsil of Millburn, 
by Poversnd John ation, Novesoae 7th 1839; dled Vaech ist 1880, 

10, Gereh Premcco, hos dune @2nd 1625, inarried Jota Winans Squier of 
Loangston, by Reverand Taaac M. Church, Septaxber 3rd 18)2. 

Lhe UltAGns Caen Buzust, bowa Naresh 25th 1627. 


ee 


i 
i 
i 
; i 
( 


d 
| Yaoaas Buract, che lest montionsi, was a relative of Bishop Gilbert Burnet, 


7m 
whoeo von Wiltlan war Coo vlad Covoviior of Now Jeracy and Now York from 1720 to 17273 
afinr that, Governor of locsachusutis tL his death in 1729. 
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